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8,    It has been suggested that temple-entry through satyagraha
should be postponed altogether and effected by legislative enact-
ment,  I wholly dissent from the view.   Legislative  enactment as a
rule, and certainly always under democracy, follows the formation
of public   opinion,   and for the   formation of  public  opinion, I
know no swifter remedy than  real satyagraha  properly  handled.
The question as to when  time is ripe for offering satyagraha m
a particular  place is one  primarily   for local Congress Commit-
tees to decide.

9.    Those who contend  that non-Hindus can vote on ques-
tions arising out of untouchabihty I would refer to the first reso-
lution,  since  the  new  constitution  passed    at  Nagpur  in   1920.
There it is clearly stated that the question of removal of untouch-
ability is one specially and exclusively reserved for Hindus. There-
fore, a convention has grown up that non-Hindus should not inter-
fere by their votes or otherwise with this religious question.

Young India, 14-1-1932

304.    TELEGRAM TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO VICEROY

BOMBAY,
January 3, 1932

THANKS YOUR WIRE EVEN DATE.1 I CANNOT HELP
EXPRESSING         DEEP          REORET           FOR         DECISION          OF HIS

EXCELLENCY         AND         HIS         GOVERNMENT*         SURELY         IT         IS

WRONG TO DESCRIBE HONEST EXPRESSION OF OPINION AS
THREAT.          MAY         I REMIND           GOVERNMENT THAT DELHI

NEGOTIATIONS WERE OPENED AND CARRIED ON WHILST
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE WAS ON AND THAT WHEN PACT WAS
MADE         CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE WAS NOT GIVEN UP BUT

ONLY DISCONTINUED. THIS POSITION WAS REASSERTED AND
ACCEPTED BY HIS EXCELLENCY AND HIS GOVERNMENT IN
SIMLA IN SEPTEMBER LAST PRIOR         TO MY DEPARTURE

FOR LONDON. ALTHOUGH I HAD MADE IT CLEAJR. THAT
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES         CONGRESS MIGHT HAVE

TO RESUME CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE GOVERNMENT DID NOT
BREAK           OFF           NEGOTIATIONS,           THAT          IT WAS MADE

CLEAR         BY         GOVERNMENT          THAT           CIVIL            DISOBEDIENCE

CARRIED        WITH        IT        PENALTY         FOR        DISOBEDIENCE        MERELY

PROVES        WHAT        CIVIL         RESISTERS          BARGAIN        ^FOR          BUT

1 Evidently Gandhiji started drafting this telegram on January 2.